(Abstracted from the Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine, Vol. XXXVIII, March 1945, p. 195) During the earlier New Guinea campaigns casualties from sickness were five to thirty times as common as battle casualties, and malaria and dysentery proved a more serious menace than the Japanese.
Owing to the numerous diseases transmitted by biting insects the clothing of the soldier in the jungle is of major importance. Shorts are dangerous for though they are cool to wear, they increase the surface area of exposure to trauma and insect bites, increase the incidence of tropical ulcers, septic sores, dengue, filariasis and malaria and prevent the effective application of anti-mite fluid for the prevention of scrub typhus. Trousers, gaiters and long-sleeved shirts are essential in jungle warfare. [ Sept., 1945 
